
 
 

   
 

 
  

 
        

   
 
 

           
 
 

          
               
          

         
             

        
 

     
  

     
     
     

 
      

 
            

    
        

  
      
      
       

   
    

  
    

 
  

COMMISSION TO ELIMINATE CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT FATALITIES 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA 
August 28, 2014 

Meeting Location: The Inn at St. John’s, Grande Ballroom 
44045 Five Mile Road, Plymouth, Michigan 48170 

Note: Speakers subject to change based on availability and agenda development. 

The purpose of the meeting is for Commission members to gather national and state-specific information 
regarding child abuse and neglect fatalities. The Commission will hear from researchers and issue experts 
regarding the scope of the problem, strategies for improving national data collection, policy barriers and 
opportunities to reduce maltreatment fatalities, confidentiality issues, and potential solutions. Experts 
from such disciplines as child welfare, law enforcement, health, and public health will present strategies 
for addressing the issue of child abuse and neglect fatalities. 

8:00 – 8:30 Opening remarks 
Presenters: 

- Chairman David Sanders, CECANF 
- U.S. Representative Sandy Levin 
- U.S. Representative Dave Camp 

8:30 – 9:00 Youth and parent presentations 

9:00 – 10:00 Process and Mechanics of Counting Child Maltreatment Fatalities in Michigan 
Presenters: 

- Steve Yager, Director, Children’s Services Administration, Department of 
Human Services 

- Dena Nazer, M.D., Pediatrics, DMC Children’s Hospital of Michigan 
- Brian Hunter, Chief Medical Examiner, Genesee County 
- Lora Weingarden, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, Wayne County 

Prosecutor’s Office, Child Abuse Division 
- Tribal representative (TBD) 

10:00 – 10:15 Break 



 

      
 

          
 

          
          

     
   
          
         

 
      

           
 

     
 

              
     

 
         

       
  

       
      

          
         

   
        

         
 

              
  

         
      

           
          

           
      

 
    

 
      

  
 

      
 

 
  

10:15 – 11:15 Fatality Reviews in Michigan: Implementation of Recommendations and Outcomes 
Presenters: 

- Heidi Hilliard, Michigan Public Health Institute (State Child Death Review 
Team) 

- Colin Parks, CPS Manager (state team and internal CSA review) 
- Debi Cain, Executive Director, Michigan Domestic and Sexual Violence 

Prevention and Treatment, Department of Human Services 
- State Ombudsman 
- Representative from the Office of Family Advocate within CPS (TBD) 
- Representative from the Department of Community Health (TBD) 

11:15 – 11:45 [Title of presentation TBD] 
Presenter: Maura D. Corrigan, Director, Michigan Department of Human Services 

11:45 – 12:15 Lunch break 

12:15 – 2:15 State and Federal Strategies to Improve Data Collection for More Effective Child 
Maltreatment Fatality Research, Practice, and Policy 

Presenters: 
- Amy M. Smith Slep, Ph.D. (confirmed), Professor, Family Translational 

Research Group, Department of Cariology and Comprehensive Care, New 
York University 

- Patricia Schnitzer, Ph.D., R.N. (confirmed), Associate Professor, Sinclair 
School of Nursing, University of Missouri (confirmed) 

- Steve Wirtz, Ph.D. (invited), Chief, Injury Surveillance and Epidemiology 
Section, Safe and Active Communities (SAC) Branch, California Department 
of Public Health 

- Vincent Palusci, M.D., M.S., F.A.A.P. (confirmed), Professor of Pediatrics, 
NYU School of Medicine, Bellevue Hospital & NYU Langone Medical Center 

2:15 – 3:00 Prevention Strategies: Are They Reducing Child Fatalities and How Do We Know? 
Presenters: 

- Stacie Bladen, Acting Deputy Director, Children’s Services Administration, 
Department of Human Services (Birth Match) 

- Brenda Fink, Director, Division of Family and Community Health, Bureau of 
Family, Maternal and Child Health, Department of Community Health 

- Jeremy Reuter, Office of Great Start, Michigan Department of Education 
- Michael Foley, Children's Trust Fund 

3:00 – 3:15 Break 

3:15 – 4:15 Local organizations and speakers 
Presenters: TBD 

4:15 – 4:30 Commissioner dialogue and reflection 

If you would like to receive copies of the PowerPoint slides used by presenters, please contact Karen White 
at karenCECANF@gmail.com. 
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